REPRESSION IN INDIA                            1W

PERSONAL   EXPERIENCE

With my own personal experience of last year's
repression, in my memory, I for one, am completely
sceptical. I do not believe that the Congress has been
crushed, though its visible organisation has doubtless
been driven underground. Even the censored now*
bears witness to numerous demonstrations. The boycott
of British goods continues, in spite of the continual
arrests of pickets. Over 20,000 men, women ( accor-
ding to the semi-official Renter's Agency) had been
imprisoned up to the end of January, If the numbers
of those willing to risk arrest had fallen off during the
following month, I think Sir Samuel Hoare would have
been prompt to publish the statistics; instead, ho told
us that his officials are too busy to count their priHonors*

The state of the prisons under such conditions
may be imagined. Most of the prisoners arc placed in
class "C". As I saw their plight last year in Dum
Dum gaol near Calcutta, they were grossly over crow-
ded; their food was insufficient and of poor quality,
they were allowed neither soap nor mosquito nets,
malaria was, in consequence so prevalent that in the
packed hospital of the prison the beds were cram mod
together with a bare six inches of space between thcun*
None-the-less Indians were ready, up to a total of 60,000
to face even these conditions last year. Do Ihuy, know-
ing the risks show less courage to-day ? On Iho contrary,
so far as one can gather from the meagre news, tho